
OFFICE  OF

THE PRESIDENT
Michigan State University

450 Hannah Administration Bldg.
East Lansing, MI

48824-1046
517/355-6560

FAX: 517/355-4670

MSU is an affirmative-action,
equal-opportunity institution.


	Text1: November 16, 2005

I want to acknowledge the hard work of the oversight committee from the College of Human Medicine. I thank them for their good work and their enthusiasm. The committee members were Norm Abeles (chair), Harvey Sparks, Rebecca Henry, Gail Riegle, Dele Davies, Pam Fraker and Aron Sousa, all supported very ably by Rosalind Taylor. 

This exciting partnership will allow us to:

• Serve as an exemplary medical school for the state of Michigan, one that is research-intensive, patient-centered, and a beacon of quality care for the state and the nation.
• Build research and commercialization to enhance economic development for all of Michigan, another example of MSU’s commitment to its land-grant mission.
• Advance our goal of increasing National Institutes of Health funding to $100 million
• Remain committed to sustaining a strong community campus model
• Create new partnership opportunities for stakeholders’ organizations with Lansing assets, like the expertise and research not only in the College of Human Medicine, but also the College of Veterinary Medicine, College of Natural Science and other areas where medical-related knowledge is advanced.
• Benefit Team MSU by enhancing the research and educational opportunities for MSU’s students and faculty

I want to share with you the comments of MSU Board of Trustees Chair David Porteus: “From the beginning, the board has been supportive of the great possibilities inherent in this vision. We are grateful that the hard work of so many has reached this stage, where what President Simon calls ‘a new vision and a new model for the entire state’ is so promising. Personally, I frequently have met with the stakeholders in West Michigan, and we all have been able to share our pride in the promise of dynamic collaborations and contributions. I have held senior positions with economic development initiatives in Michigan, so I very much understand and appreciate the partnership power represented in the Proof of Concept.”

My many trips to Grand Rapids, and my work with Dean Rappley and the oversight committee, have instilled in me the confidence that this partnership is right for MSU, West Michigan and the entire state.
 
I believe this school will be a national model for 21st-century medical education, and I am thrilled that Michigan State University will be part of that vision.

Lou Anna K. Simon
President, Michigan State University




